Probably showers; warmer; 48
southerly winds.
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ONIGGINS 1S NOT SPAIN'.

nie CHILIAN ARMORCLAD
A8 NOT REEN BSOLD,

FHE

par Verata Notify the Nnvy Department That
Thers Ba NI & Pessibiiity That We May
wrl ihe Ship—VYegotintiaons for Diher War
Vosaple-Toarpeds Hoats and s Mig Batile-
ship in Vlew—A Passible Ambuwinnes Bhip.

Wasinsaton, Mareh 15.~Negotlations for
the parcivane uf furelien warsbips for the Unlisd
frates Savy have hot onded with the acquire-

mert of  thie  Rrazilian  crelsord  Amae
qotian  snd Admiral Bres, An absolute
contiadiciion of the report cabled from
fondan  wii  elsewhere that tho Spanish

Goverumeni hnd bonught the Chillan armorelad

Ol ion was recoived ab the Navy Depari-
gent today from one of lis agentsin Europe,
prottly Lieut. Colwell, the United States
gaval attaché In London, Earller in Lhe
day a lolegratm had beon sent to this

agent by Secretary Long direoting him to asosr
faln whether Spain had secured the O'Higglos,
and his anewsr in contradiction of that report
eame this afternoon, Not only has Spaln not suc-
caoded [n getting the Chilian ship, but It was
jearned to-nlght that vegotiations are In prog-
ress for hor purchass by this country, and that,
although the Chillan authorities are not making
any promises and are belloved to be unwilling
o help the United States in the ocurrent emer-
geter, they may be induced to part with the
O'Megins it suMelient inducementa are offered.

1t will require action by the Chllian Congress,
powsver, to add the O'Higgine to the Amaori-
pan Nary, snd this may fovolve a delay
which the Navy Department does not
vlew with patienca. Thm BUN reporter was
Informed tonight by an officer in a poal
Hoa to know that “the United Btates stood
s vary good chance of metting her.” Ohlll's
wafriendliness toward this country since Presi-
deat Harrison made her pay sa indemuity of
§75.000 and apologize for the atimck om the
Paltimare's sallors during the Balmaoceda revo-
Jution Is supposed to be ab the bottom of the
pesitation of the Bantiago authorities te dispose
of thelr formidable armorclad, Itis belleved that
Chill would sell the ship If & sufoclent bonus
pyer the contract price were given, but there
fs & feellng in maval oircles, based in
All prebability om offlclal Information,
that oven if the Unitod States offersd to pay the
maximum amount asked, the South Amerioan
republic would stil) hesitate to rcleass the
O'Higglne on mcoount of the hostils feeling
foward this conntry and its citizens,

1t s pratty cortaln, however, that the O'Hig-
gina will not be transferred te Bpain. This Gov-
smment, It was sald to-day, would view such
an ret as unfriendly on sccouns of the paternal
nterest which the United States exercise over
(o other American republics through the appli
catlon of the Monroe doctrine and was proparsd
tomake representations to Chill of that ocharao
ter. Considerable fesling is manifested In
official clreles over the reported attitude
of the Chillan authorities, and there Is
» disposition shown which may develop Into &
fetermination om the part of the Governmant to
eall Chill sharply to account If the O'Hig-
gins passes Into BSpanish hands, For the
present, however, the 'Washington Ad-
minimration s satisfied thad the armor
clad issafe from Bpanlsh importunitiss, and the

Elaton,
hus come Ia not explained. Naval officers are
keeplng close mouths In regurd to the purchase
of torsign ships,

Although the naval officlals knew early to-day
that the erulser San Franclsco had left Lisbon
for Newecastls-on-Tyne to take charge of the
pewly purchnsed Amazonas, the fact was not
sdmitted aricially until late In the afterncon.
This is one of the results of Fecretary Long's or-
der of yesterday forbidding subordinates to give
Inforiation to the press withont his permisaion.
The San Francisco will send a orew aboard the
Amazonas and both veasels will leave for
the United States ss soon as possible there-
after. Lisutenant-Commander Naxro, the ex-
foutive officer of the Ban Franoisco, will

the Amazonas on the Lrams
dantis voyage, which will probably end at
aw York, where some refitting of thoe new
will take place before she is sent to

Admiral 8tcard’s flost,
A detachment of American blue Jackoets
der am ofoor will also be placed on
the Admiral Bren, the Biars and
pes will be holsted at the peak, and the
Btates Government will sssume formal
of the Brasilian., This will be done
& precautionary measure in the event
¢ war sbould ecour beforo the fAnish-
Isg touches to the cruiser, which will con-
pume severn! months, can be made. A
declaration of war betwesn Spain and the
United Btates befors the formal transfer of the
Brazilian ship to this Government would prob-
ably canse the British Admiralty to decline to
allow the Admiral Breu to leave Newcastle for
A5 Awerican port to engage In eoperations

asainst the Spanish forces.

Whether the Argentine armored cruiser SBan
Martino, now under construction st Leg-

Italy, s in the marketl has not
been macortained by the United BStates
Szanis in Europe, Argentina has not offered
Vo sell her and probably will not unless Chili dis-
Potes of the O'Higgins. Chili and Argentins are
walching each other clossly, and mneither
b wiling to part with the advantsge
bell by the possesslon of s modern
armorclad, Hoth the O'Higgins and the Han
Martino are far superior to tha two Brasilisn
erilyors, nnd the Navy Department is willing to
PAY & hig pricoe to get them,

There is reason to beliove that some tor
Pedo boat destroyors will be socurcd for
e Amorican Navy in Europe, but the paval
ofliciala will not tell whore those are foh
they have In view. The naval stiachds sbroad
Ao afier some big ship belleved to bo for sale.
Nothing further than this about the sttempt to
buy her can bo obtained,

Mr. Herrenbioff, the Llind torpedo boat builder,
bas boon hero for the Inst two days in an effort
Y luipress on  the authorities the neoes-

Mty of  constructing st onecs e large
feet of thiu type of boats, and after an
foterview  with  the President and Beo-
Fiary  Tong  this morning he is  sal-
Blled the Government Intends awarding

eoutracts for the dellvory of o number of
these bools out of the emergency fund, Mr,
Herreaboft discussed Lho torpedobost phase of the
BATY's wonlinoss at some length with the Presl-
dent, who. according to the famous builder, was
deoply interested 16 the subleot, ana although
Bot rommitting himself to any plan of torpedo
bont buildiog it in belioved he will agrea to the
Siiwestion of Secretary Long Lthal a number of
boats be contracted for to be furnished in the
shortest practleable time,

35 Herreakioff offers to duplicats bosts of the
Gwynn and Taibot olass, which he haw re-
Ceutly  bullt, in nincty days, and 18 willing
L undertake the building of fast Lorpsdo

i+ Leatroyers to be delivered in four months
Oi losa. The plaus tor tho formur type are now
A tis works and Lhe materlal for the work

@il Ve socured speedily, Othor firms havo
Iately 1nade offers to furnish any pumnber of
W110d0 boats within from two tothree monthe

1% Hollund Company, which completed the
bitwerioe boat now practicing in New York
Wolts says It can complete ffty of the
focller typo In two mwonthe, As Lthese aro
it only hoats of auy type that the navy sould
bav. julle fn this country within ashort tims
it 1 probable that the omerxency fund will he
dr. %5 on e provide a amail fatille.

Sligenn-Genaral Vau Heypen of the anvy Lua
Ba.uiiod the J'ient Uine steamer Grand Dechess

g
- —

for conversion intoan ambulance shipand isnow
st Nawport News, whors the vossel (n being re-
palred sxaminiog her and making an estimate of
the time and money requlred to fit hor out. The
vosnsl wan bulltat Newport Newa Lwo yosrs ago,
and ln & powerfal seagolng stoamer of groat spesd
and with nocommodstions for & large number
of passoongors. Bhs would, {f converted,
make & commodious vesssl for a hosol
tal ship. Dr. Van Reypen snld befora leav-
ing that In event of troubls It would be
absolutaly neosssary for the navy o have
atiached to onch squoadron s ship of this Lypo,
whore the slck and Injured eould be cared for
and removwed to hospitals on shore,

Ambuisnos ships are gonorally of groat speod.
The fact that Lhey fly the Red Cross flag im-
munes them from attack usder the Geneva
award,

Thexo veesels alno carry no powder, projeotils,
or shell, and are Inno senwe war vesssls. The
medical men do not anticipate that the shin will
be purchased until the situation ls etill mors
nente, but thiey wiah Lo be ready wheti the time
comes for Immediately equippling the vessel and
getting her In readinesa for service.

The Morgean line steamer K1 Bol, or the
American llner Ohlo, will bo the repair
thip to accompany the fleats in the
event of war. The former was lnunched
at Newport Newa fuur years ago, and
has been in service between New York and
Southern ports, Ehe is quits fast, large, 416
feot long, and capable of n high steaming radias,

The Ohlo ia s muth older vessel, and salls out
of Philadelphla to forelgn ports. ‘The Ohilo was
impreased hy SBecretary Tracy and fitted out as
& repalr ship during the threatening perlod fol-
Jlowing the Chillan aittack on the Baltimore's
men. -

Hhould elther vesssl be vonverted the Boston
Navy Yard will be selected for the work. There
tools are in abundance, and everything nocessa-
ry for the veassl

AR O'NIGGINSF STILL FOR MALRE.

Agomts Boih of tho UnMed Statss nnd fpaln
Masps to Soomra Her.
Spesial Cubls Deapateh to Tum Bve.
Lowpow, March 15, —Despite the annoumece
ment that Spain had bought the Chillan eruiser
O'Higgina, the repréesentatives of the United
Btatea have net abandoned hope of mecuring
that vessel. The matter han reached a point
where both Bpain and the United Btates have
a serious grievances againet the Chillan officials
on mcoount of their sharp practice. The ship
cost nearly §0,000,000, and to seoure her an
snormous advance on that sum will have to be
pald, There is no reason to conoeal the fact that
not all or muoch of the premium will go to the

Ohilan Treasury.

The offers of shipe ad the Amerioan Embassy
are s0 numercus thatis 1s impossible to keop
oount of them. The price damanded la always
wastly In exosss of the value. The same ship in
many canes Is offered by a dosen brokers in suc-
cemion, each at an advance on the last figure,
One amusing oase can be clited. A amall, fast
macchant stesmer waa first offered for £50,000.
Ten more brokers came in succession within
forty-elght hours, each ignorantof the others'
winita, and the last agent damanded 860,000 for
the same ship.

MR, OSBOENN'S RENMARES,

Snr Ooscub-Oeueral in London on Suy Mais-
tems with Spats,
Rpestal Cadle Degpatoh to Tuw Guvm
Company gave M‘hwwm
Ameng the gussts weore Messrs. Hodges, Ferris,

ber of cordlal kinship spesches wers made.

Mr. Osborne, responding to the toast, " The
FPresident of the United States,” sald he did net
think that either country needed protsotiom
from the other, except In combination against
evil, Ho balloved that the stralin in the relations
between the United Btates asd Bpain would
poon be removed. Prealdent MoKinley might
be relied upon to deal with the smorgency. He
was never taken by surprise and wes never
thrown off his balanoe,

PROJBCTILES FOR BSFAIN.

Thoy Are 4% Foot High and Are Supposed te
Be for & New dan,
Special Cable Despateh to Tun Buw,

Lowpox, March 15.—The workshops of the
Eynochs of Birmingham are busy with the
manufacture of special nrojestiles for the Bpan-
lsh Governmant.

These projectiles are of a different type and
much larger than the company has herstofors
made. They are 4l feot high and It 1o supposed
that they are intended for a new and especially
deadly gun. A portion of the order for these
projectiles has already beea despatched to Bpaln,

FIGHETING IN THE PHILIPPINES

Sen, MNMemot Reliaves the Town of BEellanae
After Five Engagements.
Hpecial Cabls Deapatoh to Tum Sva.

Howe Kowxe, March 16.—~The latost advices
from the Philippine Islnnds are to the eoffect
that Gen, Monset has relieved the town of Boli-
anso after five engagements with ihe fnsur

enta,

.Th. fnsurgent garrisons and priests fn the
nelghboring villages had been previoualy dis-
persad or killed, and the garrison st Bollanao
was taken by surprise, forty men belog mas-
sacred. The European telegraph oporators In
the town are safe.

MOREY ON THE SITUATION,

sSays Spal
te Frovelis War,
Special Cable Deapuateh to Tnm Sox.

Mapwrn, March 15.—8alior Moret, Miniater of
the Colonies, to-day informed arepressntative of
Tus Sux that tho proposal that the Cuban
Gdvernmont Ereat with the insurgenis hed
been recelved with displeasure In Havana, He
added that bo was oconvinced of President Mc-
Kinley's good feith and psecifio intentions, and
deciared that Spaln in nowise desired to pro-
voko war,

The Lisbon correspondent of the Impareial
says that twenty sailors, most of whom were
Bpaniards, desorted from the American squad-
ron that was recently at that port,

bala B Bosa Not Wiak

oUR PREPARATIONAS FOR WAR.

Yhe Imparcial of Madrid Thinks We Are
Hoally Sevious in the Matier.
Special Cable Deapateh to Tue Bun.

Mapmip, March 15,—~The JImparcial says:
“We recelved yesterday two Lelegrams from
New York which no one bas seen, nor will they
be published in our columne We bave sent
them to the Government, which has taken note
of them.

“Hoth cablegrams refer to talk of prepars-
tlona for war with Bpain and the invasion of
Ciiba, not by guiter jingoes, but by funcllon-
arles and porsons connected wilh the (overn:
ment whose positlon weems to warrani the
genulneness of the reporta.”

Contrunciers Bosloge Our Finbasay.
Spectal Cable Deapaloh fo Tag Sry.
LoxpoN, March 16.—The aulliorities of the
Unlted Siaten Embassy are belug postered by
contractars and agents offering to sell provis-
lons and other cotmmodicles in expestation of
war betwoen the United Biates and Spaln,
The American Couaulato here has recelved
soine offare of enlistanent In the United Histes
A=y snd Navy.

Warth Goslag.

BRI S T v

iy

o o -7 o g e 11

FOR FIVE NEW DRY DOCKS.

PROYVISION MADE IN THE NAVAL
APPROPRIATION BILL,

Pavtemauth, Boston. Lenmwa faiand, Alxiars,
Ia., and WMare Dsland (o Get Them-Te
Cost & Milllow Aplecs and Deak Any Ship—
Fersnnnel BHII Wot Camaldeced Westordary.

Wasmxoron, March 16, —The Honse Com-
mittno on Naval Affairs voted to-day—7to -
to recorumond in the Naval Approprintion hill
tho construotion of five dry dooks Thay will
te looated wt Portsmonth, N, H.; Boston,
Loague lsland, Philadelphia: Mara Island,
Qalifornia, wand Alwiora, La. This benrs
ont the sxolusive forecast in Tnm By of
the lssue of the conlest in the commit
teo made last Baturday. With the sub-
stitution of League Ialand for the Brook-
Iyn Navy Yard, the action of the commititos
is an approval of the recommendations of Lhe
Nunce bonrd which investigated the dry doock
question last year, and whose findings formed
the basis of the suggestions in the annual report
of the Socretary of the Navy,

Threo of tho docks, those at Boston, Leagus
Island, nnd Mare Island, will be constructed of
wood, of the most improved pattern and of am-
ple dimensions toaecommodate the largest ships
that will be const=yeted within Lhe next quarter
of a contury, in sl human probability. The na-
turs of the other two will be determined finally
&t & mosling of the committes to-morrow,

The dock at Portsmouth will probably be ox-
cavatod out of tho rock, and that at Algiers will
Aoubtless be a floating conoern, The docks are
estimated to cost in round nuombers a million
dollars aplece, and to require two years for their
construction. Hall the sum will ba approori-
atad in the blll and the other hall will be pro-
vided in the next annual appropriation bill,

Although Chalrman Boutelle wan not prosent
when this action of the committes was taken, It
Is understood that he will support It en the
floor ofy the House and aid the advo-
oates of this llberal pollcy In securing
favorable consideration of the propoaltion.
It Is recalled that two years ago, when Gen.
Bingham moved to amend the Naval bill by In-
serling an appropriation for a dry dock at
League Ialand, Mr, Hopkins of Illlinois, as
Chairman of the commlittes of the wholoe, ruled
the proposed amendment out on & point of
order. At that time it wan not the policy
of Congreas or of the Adminlstration to
enter upon the eonstruction of a dry dock sys.
tem. It is notantioipated now, under existing
condlitions, that any one will invoke a technical
construction of the rules to prevent the House
from acting on the proposea {mprovements,
Bhould the polnt be made, however, no doubt is
felt that some means will be found of overcom-
ing It

There was some discussion of the Roosevelt
bill to reorganize the personnel of the nary, but
the cornmittee decided, without the formality of
a vols, mot to luclude its provisions In the
Appropriation hill as recommended by Secretary
Long in behalf of the President. Yestorday
it was thought that the entire Parsonnel bill
would be put through the Houso Lo-day. but
instead It was agreed, In leu of author-
fzring the addition of 100 Jjunlor engi-
moers asked for yesterday by Chiel En-
ginear Melvills, to provide for the
enlistment of 100 machinists, who shall bs war-
rant offloers at 1,200 and $1,400s year., This
4 ono of the provisions of the Persouncl bill,
and Becretary Long agreod with the members of
the committee that If the employment of these
machinista would be a good thing at any time,
it would be & particularly good thing just now,

Ocher Increases of the force of the navy nrged
by the burean chiofs yesterday will be incorpo.
rated In the bill. Provislon will also
be made for the maslgnment of the
members of the two older closses of the
Naval Academy to positions sboard ahip,
as was done In 1863, In the war of Lhe rebellion,
The Porsounel bill, as an Independent propo
sition, will be oconsidered by the committes
after the Aporopriation bill ia eut of the way,
and a determination concerning It reached ms
speodily as posaible.

Nothing but an approximate calculation has
yeb boen made of the total sum that will be
ocarriod In the bill. It will be In the
noighborbood of 840,000,000, Membern of
the cammittes to-night expressed the opin-
jon that it would be ready for present-
ation tothe House on Thursday or Friday, Ifit
reaches tho calendar by that time (ta considera.
tion will be pressed early next weelk.

President McEinley's desire that the Nava
Reorganization bill or {ita salient features
should be pmased by Congrems st once
was made known to the committes In
& oommunication from BSecretary Lang.
The Becretary suggested that the committes re-
port & bill mmalgamating the engineer corps
with the line, providing that Ensigns’ com-
missions be granted Immedistely to naval
cadota who are om thelr graduation cruise,
and that the term at the Naval Acadomy be
reduced from six to four years in order to zive
more officers Lo the navy without delay. These
recommendations will be consldered by the
commlittes to-morrow and probably presented to
the House before adjournment, wilh a requoss
for immedinte consideration.

At tomorrow's meetiag the committes will
consider proponitions to provide forsix torpedo
boats and six torpedo-boat catchers, and that

the appropriastion carried by the regular annual
bill 2:1 be avallable on 1ls passage.

TRYING THE SUDMARINE BOAT.

Sho Takea Thres Trips of Twe Miles Hack
Nearly Submerged.

The submarine torpedo beat Holland ad ranoed
bersell yealerday a long step in the good opin-
lons of those interested in her suocess, Sub.
werged until ber deck was awash and only her
conping tower visible above the waves ahe made
threo trips from Perth Amboy of two miles each
st good speed,

John P, Holland, the inventor of the boat, and
three of bhis men wont aboard at 8 o'alook,
and, after rununing her out some distance
from shore, clamped down the top of the
turret. They then sank her slowly uatil the
tinfest wave could splash across her deck, The
throe spurte af two miles each were made at a
speed of betwren eight and ton miles an hour,

When she was o few hundred yards from
sbore it was almost impossible to follow bher
progress with the naked eye.

Mr. Holland sald, after he cawe ashore, that
ke was perfectly satlafled with the trinl, The
hout had ebeyed her rudder perfectly, He sald
he Intended to change the arrangement of her
2'.11.3':.“ aud give ber an under water trial at

SPANISH BALL AT HAVANA.

Amorican Navel Ofcors Exceuse Thamsolves
from Allending.
Sgecial Cable Ddspafch (¢ Tug Buw.

Mapainp, March 15.—A despatch from Havans
to the Meraldo, dated March 14, suys: * Lust
eveniug & ball was glved™®t4he Bpanish Caslno
In bonor of the oMcers of Lhe Spkndel warships
Vigeays und Almirante Oquendo. TheoMoers
of the United Biutes warship Montgomery wére
iuv|ted, but exeused theinsolves on Lhe ground
that they were In wourning for the victims of
the Mulne.

“To-day the supplies brought by the Amerk
can despatel hont Fern have been distributed
Al Mulansas,'

Gop. Weedlerd's Family Meala the @uory,

Special Cabla Deapateh v Tus Box.

Mapuin, March 106.—Gen. Wooiford, the
American Ministor, lo-day prosented Lhe mow-
bers of his tawily to the Qaeen Regont. Her
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TORPEDOKES FOR TWO CRUISENS.

Twanty Whitshends Flaced sm Bonrd (he Us-
min nnd ™| [

Pritapnirnia, Pa,, Maroh 158.—The Govern-
ment te Loydes, with twenty Whitehead tor
pedoes from Newport, arrived at Leagun Isl-
and to-day. Ten of them were put abosnd the
Columbia in midetreath and the other ten'wers
stored (n tho hold of the Mibneapolls, The Ley-
don browghl 5,000 pounda of ginootton, - Afier
discharging her oargo she will tow birmes to
Koy West with coal and naval stores. Cruls-
ern of the aise of the Minneapolls nnd Columhin
wmnally carry omly wix torpedoes each. The
oxtra ones being taken on board to-day are re-
garded as significant.

Among the arrivals at League Island to-day
wers 200 sailors and marines for the crulsers.
The wmen came from Brooklyn, Washington,
Norfolk, and Boston, They will go on hoard
of thelr respective ships tomorrow. A lnrge
foroo of men was to-day put to work st Fort
MifMlin charging torpefioes and preparing other
exploaivea for the mavy. Tho rum Katahdin
and the monitor Miantonomoh will proceed to
Fort MiMin for ammunition before sailing.
There aro sald o6 be abou: forty tons of powder
and a Jot of projeotiles In the forl.

From orders repelved at Loague Island to-
day from Washinglon it 1s evident (hat the
naval authorities there do not censidor that on-
listmiont for the warships at the Philadelphia
Nuvy Yard are belng made fost enough. The
criders now are to enlist all landsmen who can
pars the physical and mental examinations
nnd put them to work at oncoe on board the re-
colving ship Richmond. In consequence of
those orders, {he number of applicants for on-
lstments fhereassd condlderably to-day and
more of them wers taken (hun was the case
when only machinisis and able-bodied soamen
were wanted,

AMMUNIYION FOR KEY WEST.

The Marblehond Leaves Tampas with a Balf
Dosen Carieads on Hoard.

Tamra, Fia, March 15.—~The crulser Marble-
head left Port Tampa this afternoon with a half
dozon carloads of ammunition bound for Key
Weat and Tortugas, where the supplies will be
distributed ameng the other shins of the fieet
pow walting for them. It was the intention for
the Marblohoad to take as much of the muni-
tions of war as it was possible for her to carry,
but imperative ordera reached the det
of the cruiser to-day, and as a result che sailed
nk moon as she could be gotten in readincss, Two
sots of orders are sald to have arrived on the
enme mall, one of which was ssaled and to be
opened only when the crulssr was at sea.

Thirty more carlonds of mmunition are now
on the railroad Lracks of the Plant aystem
within twenty miles of Tampa waiting to be
tranwported.

The steamer Mascotte of the Plant st
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T0 MENACE SPAIN'S COAST.

OUR CRUISERR WILL G0 1F HNER
TURPEDO ROATYS COME.

The Salling of Mer Small Dettroyars From the
Canartes for Maraas Wi Be Regurded ae
Ualfrlendly to Us. nnd the Seadias of Our
Fast Cruisers te Mer Coant Wil Be the Raply.

Wasmxarorw, March 15.—One of the moat
Intaresting nropositions now under serfous con-
wlderation by the naval antborities rolales to
the immediata formation of a Aylng squadron
of fast cruisers and porhaps some anxiliary

ships to threaten the const of Spain na
an  offsel to the despatch of n Hpanish
torpedo  boat flotilln te Mavana. This

scheme hinn bean brought to the attention of the
Prosident, and It s understosd that he {s not
unfavorable to {ts excoution under certain uir
cumatancen, There are grave possibilities in-
volved in the project, and the Admintstration in-
tends to go slow; but Tie Box reporter han un-
questionablenuthority for the statement that the
flying squadron undoubtedly will be formed and
sont oul on its important mission Il the Spaniah
flotiila which left Cadis on Bunday for the ("a-
naries continues ity voyage from the Intter polnt
with Havana or Porto Itico as its destination.

Howerer warlike this plun may seem, thore I
no doubt that the nuval nuthorities are making
preparations for putting It into execntion,
They think, however, that It will be & wealk, and
pernnps two weoks, before the Intentions of the
Spanish Government in regard (o Lhe flotilla will
Lo known, This delay Is fortunate, for the great-
est difMeulty ise baing encountered in securing
full crews for the commercs destroyers Colum-
bia and Minneapolis, which will form part of
the fiying squadron, Both Lhese ocean grey-
hounds were placed In commIission at the League
Jsland Navy Yard to-day, They are ready for
aciive service, but require more men than the
Navy Department (s able to obtain at this tims
withont drawing on other ships,

The Columbia and her sisler ship require 403
men each, Only 320 men have been secured for
both ships, Isaving 481 vacancies In the crews.
A number of apprentices from the tralning ship
Eagex will asalst in flling up the gap, and men
from the recelving ship Vermont will alse help
lessen Lhe diffiealty, but thero will still be short
complomnents. Enlisiments for the naval ser-
vice are not belng made rapidly, and Lhe Span-
ish flotilla may have started on its way from
the Canaries to Harana before the Columbla
end the Minneapolis are ready to join the flying
squadron.

The departure of the flotilla from Cadiz with
the mnnouncement that it Is going to Havana
has excited much {nterest in naval circles,
The naval authorities contend that there
is only one explanation of this movement.

line arrived here to-night from Jamaica, and a
prominent ofcial of that system is authority
for the statement that she has been chartered
by the United States Government to trausport
the remaining munitions to Dry Tortugas.

At 7 o'clock to-night n number of the cars
sealed with the Governmont seal have besn
moved down on the dock in & convenient place
for londing on the steamer, and the Mascotte is
expocted to sall before morning.

Bl6é SBIPMENT OF FOWDER.

Three Bundrod Thoeusand Peunds Sest from

e Navy Wasd (o NMey West.

The hoaviest consignment of powder that has
besn shipped from a United States naval station
in years was sont from the Brooklyn Navy Yard
to Koy West yesterday by s aspeclsl traln over
the Pennsvivania Hallroad. The powder was
conveyed Lo Jerney City early in the momning by
the oavy yard tugs Nins anda Narkeeta. It waas
for the use of Admiral Sicard's flest.

In ull there were 300,000 pounds of the pow-
der, contained in cases, each holding an amount
of powder gqual to the amount carried by a gun
of the size it was intanded for. Tho cases were
of pollshed copper, with brass handles, and each
case was 8o mnrked as to show thesize of gun
for which the powder was intended. The cases
were put aboard the train by gunners from the
navy yard, who also went Bouth with It,

After the powder was removed from her the
Narkoota stontned back to the navy yard and
took on board thirty-thres men drafted for the
crew of tho Columbla, now at the League Island
Yard. Thoe men were mostly coal pessers, The
recent requisitions for crews for the diferent
war veasels hnve left anly about sevenly-five
men on the recelving abip Vermwont

MUNITION INTAOT,

ALY, AMMT

Iwmpertant Tnformatisn Regarding (he Maine

Comaes 1o Washington.

WasniNgTOox, March 15, ~Information which
eft Hovans on last Saturday, and which comes
directly from a person thoroughly conversant
with the present condition of the submerged
hull of the battleship Maine, says that the
divers, after throe weeka' work, have discovered
that the coal powder and shell earried by the
{ll-fated vessel bave been mocounted for in full
and found intact, The shells were belng taken out
of the hull and opened. All the armor-plercing
shells have been found empty. With this in-
formation came poeitive indleation® that the
Court of Inquiry has nearly finlshed ita fn-
vestigation. They appeared to bLave confined
themselves then to sn examination of wood-
work near the explosion and of the powder
tankns and shells,

Little more remained to be done beyond taking
the flual testimony of Lhe divers. The evidence
dted s considered as furnishing further proof
that the Maine was wrecked by an outside ex-
ploslon.

Especially significant in the fact that the coal
was without any evidences of Ignition, thus
spparently establishing the Impossibility of
spontaneous combustion. It Is imposaible to
meke publio the source whenoe this luformation
cones,

TOOLS TO MAKE RAFPID-FIRE GUNS,

Serious Situnflon in the EfMert (o Turm ©Out
Urdnascs Bapidly.

Hantrorp, Conn., March 105.—At Pratt &
Whitney's shop in this city the machinery with
which the rapid-fire suns are made Is manu-
factured. No other company In this couniry
makea this particular machinery, and none
can bo fitted out to do it withiout the expendi-
ture of & great deal of time Maohine guns for
the auxziliary vessols are belng turned out in
Hridgeport as fast as posilble, and the Pratt &
Whitney Cowpany Is being urged to run dsy
and night to furnish additions]l machinery with
whioh to enlarge the Bridgeport plant,

To meat tho demaud for guns for the contin.

etil flout the making of gun meohinery sbould
ﬁnvo begun two years ago. It is delieats work,
and Lhe t thnt cun dune is Lo produce the
machines in sixty dayn, To this deluy the Gov-
ernment objecis, as It would be Lthree months
before the machivery could be)made and the
guna olshed.

Capt, €, E. Clark (s Command the Oreaan.

WasminoToN, March 15,—An unexpected
change in the commandof the battleship Oregon
wan made necesaary lt:lllr by the condemnpa-

hoard of medlcal survey at Ban Fran-
ﬂ’” \'g'lt}.“ Alexander I, MoChrmiok,

The Oregon Is cosling and takiog on smmunl-
on at Ban Francisco, In preparation for 'i:..r
long trip around Cnr Hom to join Admiral
Sleard's soundron at Key West,

When tho Navy Department wns informed
this mornlog of Lhe ren:'h of Capt. McOormiok's
examination, it lmme laleyr ordered  tapt
(‘-huriml’. Clark to command the Oregon. Capt,
Clark 18 in command of the monitor

anterey.

The Mrsekiyn Coallag Up,
NEWPORT NEWS, V., March 16.~The cruiner
Brooklyn arrived here today to 0l her coal
kars after long v the
bun wh nl-h:m
¥ /

It they assert, that the little
destroyers are Intended for an offonsive move-
ment against vessols of the Unitod States, which
is to be construed as an unfriendly act on the
part of Spaln, Torpedo boats and torpedo boat

destroyers cannol be used {n suppremaing
the Insurrection in Cuba. Ther are not
available for fighting the {nsurgents, It

bas boon concluded, thorofore, that they are to
be devoted to offensive manmuvring sgninst the
United States saval force, s balief which Is borne
out by the fact that torpedo craft ere Intended
lor operations against blg warahips, Thelr
movement to walers near the coast of Lhe
United States s viewed with concern, to
use a diplomutic term, and the naval authori-
ties are making preparstions that will cor-
respondingly ** n'"" the Governmeant of
Spaln. These statements are thoroughly rell-
able and nre based on Information given in re-
sponse Lo careful inquiry. Anybody can mee
what the result may be.

The propoaition mentioned has been under
connideration during the last twenty-four hours,
but enough progress hins boen made to justify
the assertion that & plan for the formation of &
fiving squadron, and {ts nsalgnment to the Span.
ish coast, has been practically arranged. Presl-
dent McKinley will decide whether It shall be
carried out.

The Spanish flotilla salled from Cadiz at 6
o'clock on Sunday evening. It consista of the
Arute, Rayor, Pluton, Azor, Terror, and Furor,
and s Leing escorted by the Transatisntic
company's steamer Cludad de Oadix, n vessel
that would be used for muxillary purposes by
Hpain inthe oveut of war. The Ciudad de Cadis
is said to havo been protected and armed. No-
tice of the doparture of the flotilla was sent to
the Navy Departwoent, with the additional in-
formation that the boats are bound for

the Canaries, where they are due on
Wednesday. Every movewent of Spanhh
warships is reported promptly to the

State and Navy Departments by American
representatives abroad and the offlce of naval
{ntellizence keeps account of wherejthess vessels
are. Proms despatches say that the flotilln will
o to Porto Itco or Havana, but the Navy De-
partment wanis confirmation of thin atatement
before taking the radical measures involved in
the fiylng squadron schamae,

Just &s voon as It Is known that the fiotills has
started for the West Indies the Aying squadron
will be sent to the SBpanish const, provided
President MoKiuley consents, probably taking
the route that will be travelled by the Lor
pedo oraft In the hope of leltiug the
Spanish officers wud en wsee tbhat the
United States mean business, Its purposs
will be to harass Spanish commerce If hostili-
tles mre to be declared, but ite prosence will
alno serve as a warning to Hpain that this coun-
try has lelt nothiug undone 1o make the strug-
gle nhort, Information was recelved ut the Navy
Dopartment to-day that more torpedo boats
would leave Cadlz for the Canaries to-morrow
to sccompany the first division to West Indian
waters. This hus made surer the probabllity
that the fiying squadron will be sent Lo Spain
if the flotilla should proceed to Cuban or Porte
Rican ports,

The present intentions of the naval authori-
tles for s guick formuation of the Aying squad-
ron contemiplate that itshall be composed of the
armored crulsers Brooklyn and New York und the
commerve destroyers Columbia and Minne
spolis, and perhaps tho St. Louis and the St. Paul
ot the Intermmational Navigation Company's
but whether the two Amorican liners will be
impreased before hostilitles oocur has nol been
determined, It was not until some time to-day
thet it was determined Lo let the St Louls start
on her rogular transatlantic trip toe-morrow,
Tuere was much communication by telograph
and long-distance telophone between (he
Navy Department and the offleers of Lthe Amer-
can line aud Capt. Rodgers of the auxiliary
fléet board in New York. The company’s o
cors represented Lhat the S, louis had on board
a grest quantity of porishable freleht which
miight be rulued If the ubip did not start and ita
trausfer wero made to snother steamuhip,

An Indication of how critical is the present
sltustion ‘'was given by the besltation of the
Navy Department (o lot tho 8L Louls leave, ‘o
hald Wie St Louls would bave beon equivalent
to s determaination to lmpress her into the ser-
vice of the Governmen!, & maller (o which
muck  serlous conglderation was given
for wseveral hours hofore the final de-
clalon wss made. Presldent McKinley at
last dolermined nol Lo lmpress the vessel, and
information (o that effect wiss sent to the luter-
patlons) Navigation Company, IHe thought
that it would not bLe necessary Lo attach the
81, Louls to the navy untll war was in might,
and was apparently satisfied thet there would
e wo hostilities before Lhe return of Lhe SL,
Paul from Seuithsmplon,

I'tio Hrooklyn Is now st Hamplon Roads awalt-
lug the arrival of the other ships to compose
the Aylng squadron. The New York ls at Key
West and the Columbia and Minneapolis are at
League Isjand. Jusl as soon as the 1wo com-

' oy ‘uuquo hove sufficient ocapwe

they will bs orasred te Hampton Roadw
The detachment of the New York as the
fingabip of the North Atlantlo squadron will
depend on Lhe futlure movements of the Spanish
flotilla and the decision of the President. Ne
officer bas been selocied o command the Aying
squadron, The name of Commodore Howsll,
commanding the depleted Europoan atation, hns
beon suggested, but he will probably not be as
slgnod to the duty. Commoaore Sohlsy con:
tinues nm tho most likely oandidate.
Speetal Cable Deapaichefo Tae Xov.

MapRin, March 15.—It ia said that the tor
peda flotilia which sailed from Cadiz on Sunday
evening will only siay at the Cansry Isiands
and Porto Rico long enough to embark provis
lotin, anil will procoed with nall despatch for
fuba, The other torpedo flotilla,which will start
shortly, will probably remsin st Porto Rico.

ROARD OF IANQUINY 8AILS.

B Lert Havann for Mey Wear Last Krosing,
bet May Return in a Few Daye.

Havaxa, March 15 Tha Hoard of Ingniry
will leave Havana for Key West at 5:30 o'clock
this afternoot,

According 1o what has been beard from some
members of the board and the bellef of the
Bpaniah authorities, the board will return to
Havana in a fow days to take the testimony uf
the divers who came her on the tugboats Un-
derwrlter and Chief, the first belonging to the
Boaton Tugboat Company and the second (o
the Merritt-Chapman Wrecking Company,

These divers will make n new and thoraugh
examination of the bull of the Maine, and if
thelr roport confirmus the provious testimony of
the other divers, it is Lolieved that will end
the board’s inquiries Into this branch of the
inveatigation,

Capl. Bampson and the other members of Lhe
board at 4 o'clock went to say good by to Con-
sul-General Loe,

Kry Wesr, March 15,~It was learnad this
ovening that the Maine Board of Inguiry will
return here to-morrow morning. The officials
refuse to aflirm or deny the report, but your
correspondent has entire confidence in his au-
thority.

The steamer Detrolt s to sall at once for
Tampa to load ammuanition for Lhe fleat.

READY FOR SEA DUTF,

All Naval Ofcers en the Aciive List Now en
Bhore Will Prepare for tho Sea.

Kxy Wear, March 15,—1t Is sald among naval
officers here that all the offcers on Lhe sctive
list who are now on shore duty have been or-
dered to hold themselves ready for sea duty
and that thelr placea ushore will be filled by re-
tired officers. Even those on duty st the Naval
Aocndemy are said to be under this order.

The wigilance and activity in the work of
keeplng the fleet here ready for any emergency
are unabated,

Work that will give room at the Government
plers sufficlent to enable elght of the smaller
ships and torpedo boata Lo conl at once was be-
gun to-day. Noship Is allowed to remals with
ber bunkers depleted of coal to am amount
greater than 100 tons. Coaling is done Almost
dally, and another schooner came here with a
further supply.

The Marblebead (s at Tampa to-day loading
waor malerlal, She isexpacied down to‘marrow.

GETTING DUCTUONSE READY.

A C ae to Sel for The War-

sirips, Who Will Ge at Call.

The poasibllity of war has made It necessary
that the Navy Department should know at once
where {t inay be able 8t a moment’s notice to
get n suflicient number of surgeons for sorvice
on our warships whenever they may be ealled
upon to meet an enemy.

For this purpose Rear Admiral Bunce, com-
mandant at the navy sard in Brooklyn, has ap-
pointed a local commities of physicians to pick
out suitable men for this service from among
the younger physicians und surgeons who may

indicato n desire Lo joln the naval service. This
committee was organized yesterday moraing.,
Dr. Duvia D, Tosl of 131 Avonue A Was loade
Chairman,

ATRANGE LIGHTY IN THE MKY.

it Appears Over HBabiylonm and Intercats Maay
Frreons and Alarms Some.

Basviox, L. L, March 15.—A strauge light
appeared in the sky hero about 8:45 o'clock thia
evenlog. It wasenlirely unlike northern lighta.
Those who studied it could only conjecture that
it might be the reflection on the clouds of & pow-
erful search light, but it did not move rapidly
or by starta.

It was plainest when It first appeared. It was
then in the East. It moved slowly toward Lhe
south, fuding out and appearing again at inter-

vala. It then travelled in a sonthwesterly
course, At times it was nlmost directly over
bead. It vanished entirely in less than three
quarters of an hour. The superstitious con-
nocted the light with the threatened war.

WHO IS THIS MNAN?Y

- .

A Mew York »
trietic M te 1he Pr

W asmsorox, March 18. —In the universal
support which the Presidest has had in his
determination to mnke every preparation for
war, there has beon one discordant mote. It

:uumnulmd in & telegram aubstantially as
ollows:
“War must be praventsd at any cost. What
Is the loss of 260 men compared Lo & general
impairment of values 1 A

‘Ipl:h telogram came from New York, and It
was signed with the name of a well-known man
of financo., Who he Is the reporter could not
aacertain, Everybody In oficial circlen who
knows of the message is indignant over the

an Unpa-

matter,

COAST SIGNAL BTATIONA.

Capl. Goedrich In Charge of the Werk of s
(ablishing Thom )

WasnixoToN, March 15, ~Capt, Goodrich, the
President of the Naval \War College at Newpart,
R. 1., has been placed in charge of the work of
extablishing ooast line sigoal stations Lo be used
in the event of war,

He received bis instructions at the Navy De-
pariment to-dey and will begin al once a tour
of inspection along the Atlautic const select-

Ing statlons and meking estimatos of the cost
of equipping them, Navy militiamen will be
assigned to these atutions (f hostilitios ocour.

PVutlling Guns op (he Crulser Chlcage.

RBome of the Ave-inch and mix-inch gune re-
eently recalved at the Brooklyn Navy Yard from
the Washington yard were placed on the orulser
Chicngo yesterday, Work hus been rushed on
thin cruiser, aund guns wore put in place much
sonner than was expected,

The Atlanta will have ber guns emplaced
within the next week, The slx-lueh breach-
londing rifle taken on Hondl‘v from the re-
ouiving ahlp Vermonlt was shipped o Mare
Teland Yard at San Francisco ,:Mlll‘l’l"-

When the gun reschies Its Gestination it will
be mounted on the Philadelphin, The gon was
painted white to keop It from rusting lo trunslt.

Gew. Grahnm Rxpeoied Yo-Dary In Allanis,

ATLANTA, Gae, March 10—The commander of
the recently ereated Department of the Sputh,
Brig Gen. Willlam M. Grahaw, will arrive bhare
early Lo-morrow morning and at 0u|.'e“llll.llﬂ.

f territory allotted him, His Arst
a“‘:‘r'l.;ﬂ:t-ﬂl rﬂ’?no selection of sultable Leadgoar-
tors, sn thio crowded conditlon of Fort MeP'her-
son, five miles distant, renders it lmpossible to
accoibmiodnte the General aud his siaff thero,
It s probalile that a suite of rooms will be |
in oneof the new office bulldings here,

Huned Miramors for Trassperie

New Havey, Conn,, Maroh 15.—A represenia:
tive of thy Govexnniont has wrranged with the
Consolldated Rallroad for the use of several of

toan belonging to Lthe road, now sta-
I;rn.u:‘.t al A'EL'mmon. in ease they are nosded for
transports. The dntled pwns throe lurge
sloamors, "o Maing, the htinmpﬁm and
lhl&mm
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DELAY IN THE MNAINE REPORY |
USED T0 ADVANTAGE.

The Prosident Gentifen at the Progress Made
~Me Will Sand 1he Maine Neport to Uons
greas—Talk of an Rarly Adjenrnmeit—
Renator Preotor's Vislt te Cuba Kot OMmeiak

Wasmxaron, March 15, —Presidont McKinley :
and Becrotary Long are still unlaformed as to
the time when the ravort of the Naval Board of
Inguiry In the Maino cano will he redeired.
There Is reaton to believe, however, 1hat they
oxpoct the wark of inveatigation to be com-
pleted within a faw days unil (he report send
Immediately to Washington. Each day's delay
ndids Lo the snxiety of the Adwinisiration and
incronncs tho engerneps of the Unitea Hiates
genorally to know what (he verdict Is (o be.

The walting has sorved one good parpbes,
hiowever, in giving the President additional
time for bringing Lhe army and the navy one
stop nearer the slage of complete preparation
for wikr. The closing of the bargain yestarday
for the purchines of the two Braziliam
crulsers and  tho mctlon  of the Nava
Commities to-day in embodring In the Naval
Approprintion bill certain fontures of the Pere
sonnel bill that will give the navy the muche
needed ncrease In the engineer force have
done much toward bringing the navy up te
the perfect state of efMclency that will be
neccasary If a war takes place, und the
Presldent and all of the ofMcials of the
Administration fecl highly gratiflod at the
hnrmony of feeling existing between Congress
and the executive departments Lhat has made I
possible to nccomplish so mueh in a short space
of time. The work of commpletiog the preparss
tons for a possible confliot is earriod on actively
in all departmentaof (bhe Oovernment service,
and each day adde to the myrind of importans
detnils to be attended lo,

The President has decided to make puhblic ad
once upon its recoipt the report of the naval
court, and to do Lhis by sending it to Congress
witha messago explaining ita importanoce and of«
foct, ma viowed oy the Administration, and stage
ing an briefly as possible hin plan for demands
ing reparation from the Spanish Government,
SBome of the President's frionds and advie
era think that to do this would pe to ine
vite Congress lo take some action on the sube
ject, but the Prosident, on the contrary, bolloves
thint by laking Congress into his confidence and
fnformiug them of what he proposes to do
lie will forestall any action that the two houvses
might be disposed to take, and, without antag-
onizing aayhody, retain control of the negotia-
tions and keep the weltlement of the Cubaa
question out of Congross altogothier, at loast for
the prosent.

The knowledge of the President's decinion te
communicato the report of the naval Hoard of
Inquiry to Congress in this manner has arcused
a discussion as to the sdvisability of having the
sossion adjourn as spon a8 the nucessary legislas
tion eam be disposed of, and without walting
for a scttlement of the gonoral Cuban auestion,
This discusaion bas grown to such proportions
that It Iis now sald to be the intention
of tho especinl friends of the President in
the Sennte and House, like Henator Hannm
and Hepresentative Grosvanor of Obio, to rush
all moasures to a vole and end Lthe session even
belore the report of the Board of Inquiry is re~
celved at Washington. It is not a fant, hawavan, .
that any suéh movement is on foot, although
nowme of the more ardent friends of Cuba are

to belisve it. Speaker Reed
is one of the men whose assistancg
would be necessary to varry out any suchplan
and he knows nothing of iL. It has all along
been the desire of the Speakerto keep the House
ot work peraistently, so that whon the calendasr
of Important measures aball be disposed
of the Houss would be roady o pro-
pote an early adjournment. He now
thinks that so far ms the House s concerned,
80 well bas it done the work mapped out by the
Committes on Rules, of which he fs the Chalr
man, that ad jonrnment could take placo withim
s morth. He (s not sanguine, bowever, thad
the Senate will dlspose of the bills sent thers by
the House by that date, but thinks that aboud
May 1 the two houses should be ready for final
adjournment,

Nobody has broached to the Bpeaker the ads
visability of rushing the session Lo s close be
fore the report of the Board of Inguiry is
roceived, mnd there are very fow men im
either the Senate or House who think such
& plan has been considered seriously. The pro-
gramme of the friends of the Administration
and other Republican leadors in the Benate and
Hovse ia undoobtedly to nd journ as soon as the
necessary legislation can be disposed of, and
in this purpose they ars oontrolled somes
what by the desires of Lhe
who thinks it would be bhetter to allow the
Executive branch of the Government te have
tull control of the negotiations with regard te
the Epanish controversy, and to allow khe
President Lo seitle the Cuban question im his
OwWD WAY.

Thore is a general disposition In both houses
and among all parties so Lo leave the guesilom
in the hands of the Presideat., and there i
reason to belleve that whatever plan of action he
outlines to follow the publication of the repost of
the Board of Inguiry will be acqulesced In by
Congross. That repors undoubtadly will have
boen made publio long before the Senate or thd
House is ready to adjourn.

Every recommendation so far made by the
President for leglalation to sssist him in pees
paring 1o demand prompt reparation from
for tho loss of the Maine has mot with
non-partisan Indorsement, and it s thought thal
If he recommends o Congress that the settles
ment of the Cuban question be lefi sntirely te
bim, the consent will be equally prompt and
unanimous.

Sesnator Procter of Vermont, whose visit te
Cuba has attractod such wide atlention, and e
which such great lmuortance ls aitached, had
another talk with Sccretary Alger to-day, bub
did not see the President. In view of the fash
that his trip has recelved an officlal significance
which does nob belong to i, and is
view of the further fact that such obses
vations &8 he hLas made aslmce his re
turn have been disterted and amplified,
the Senator contemplates making publie &
statement setting forth some of 'the things he
gaw and heard and what he regards s the duty
of the United Biates towird ending the Cuban

ar.

'B-nnw Prootor did uot go to Cuba as the reps
resontative of Prealdent Meciinley, and, ime
deod, the President regrets that be went ab
all. These are the facts about the trips
Some weaks bufore he left Washington Bene
ator Proctor teld the President thas he thoughs
of going to Florida with his friend Mr. Parkes
for Ltheir annual vislk and if there was no objeor
tion or If his journey would not be misunderstood
by tho public and csuso the Adminisiration
gimbarrassment he would lke to go over te
Havana and the sdjacens provinoces and study
for himsslt the situation there, The Presldeas
told Mr. Proctor that he saw no reason why be
should mot do so,

This conversation, however, ook place bes
fors the destructiom of the Maina, Aftes
that ovent the President had very serie
ous doubts as to the wisdom or propriety
of Lhe vislt Lo Havana of & Benator whe
was oo torms of personal and politioal friend &
ship with the Preaident. He probably fels thab
the object of the Benator's vislt would be mis
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|PUSHING PREPARATIONS,



